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LIVESTOCK ON FARMS JANUARY 1

YEAR
All Cattle 
(including
milk cows)

Milk Cows
(2 years and

older) 1/

Hogs
and

Pigs 2/

Stock
Sheep and

Lambs
1935 3,414 NA 2,424 594
1940 2,728 NA 2,151 414
1945 3,172 NA 2,589 358
1950 3,680 1,009 13,112 277
1954 5,591 976 3,969 246
1959 3,875 456 4,743 596
1964 3,984 241 3,345 293
1969 3,004 96 5,858 205
1974 3,123 25 2,382 ----
1978 2,546 16 6,498 (D)
1982 2,016 (D) 5,768 (D)
1987 1,181 ---- 4,995 32
1992 843 (D) 1,943 80
1997 1,538 ---- (D) ----

1/  "Milk cows that have calved" beginning in 1970.  2/  Beginning in 1970 hog inventory data
refers to preceding December.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing
information for individual farms. –-- Represents zero.

FARM INCOME AND SALES
1997 1992 1987

Number of farms: 114 120 142

Farm income and sales:
-Thousand Dollars-

Crops Sold 9,709 9,034 5,955
Grains 9,273 7,960 5,382
Tobacco ---- ---- ----
Field seeds, hay,
forage,    and silage (D) (D) (D)
Other field crops (D) ---- ----
Vegetables, sweet corn  
   and melons (D) (D) (D)
Fruits, nuts and berries (D) ---- ----
Nursery and
greenhouse    products (D) 874 (D)
Forest Products Sold 69 98 (D)

Livestock, Poultry and
Products Sold 432 425 1,212

Poultry and products ---- ---- (D)
Dairy products ---- ---- ----
Cattle and calves (D) 160 362
Hogs and pigs (D) (D) 839
Sheep, lambs and wool ---- (D) ----
Other livestock and         
  products (D) (D) (D)

Total income from sales: 10,141 9,459 7,167

Custom work and other    
   agricultural services: 11 54 45

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.
----  Represents zero.

NUMBER OF FARMS, BY SIZE, GROUP

YEAR

Size of Farm (Acres)

All
Farms1-9 10-49

50-179 180-499 500-
999

1,000-1,999
2,000+50-174 1/ 175-499 1/ 1,000-Over 1/

1974 8 27 49 52 12 15 5 168
1978 8 47 59 48 19 16 3 200
1982 8 46 52 33 31 22 4 192
1987 3 21 47 25 24 22 3 142
1992 9 29 30 19 14 19 6 120

1997 7 17 31 18 22 19 ---- 114
1/ Applies to 1997.   ---- Represents zero.

OPERATORS’  OCCUPATION AND AGE
1982 1987 1992 1997

Operators by principal occupation:

   Farming . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 120 85 66 72
   Other . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72 57 54 42

Operators by age group:

   Under 25 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5 4 4 1
   25 to 34 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 12 13 10
   35 to 44 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 38 31 15 17
   45 to 54 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 32 32 22
   55 to 64 years . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 25 33 29
   65 years and over . . . . . . . . . . . . . NA 38 23 35
   Average Age . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52 53 53 56
NA  Not available.
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ESSEX
COUNTY
U.S. Census of Agriculture

Essex County lies in the Coastal Plain on Virginia's
Middle Peninsula and is bound on the north by the
Rappahannock River.

  In 1997, land in farms in Essex County totaled 61,538
acres, or 37 percent of the county's 164,980 acre area.
According to the  1997 Census of Agriculture, there were 114
farms in the county, each averaging 540 acres in size and
worth an average of $686,099, including land and buildings.

 The topography of Essex is low and flat, with
elevations ranging from sea level to nearly 200 feet, and
includes 98,013 acres of woodland.  Temperatures average a
moderate 37 degrees in January and 76 in July.  The frost-free
growing season is about 193 days, usually extending from
around April 15 to October 25.  Annual precipitation averages
42 inches.

Cash income from farming in Essex totaled $10.1
million in 1997, with crops accounting for 96 percent of this
total. The primary cash crop for the county is soybeans, with
corn, wheat, and other small grains also contributing to farm
income. In addition, the production of cattle, calves, and hogs
is another integral part of the Essex agricultural economy. 

Essex County had an estimated population of 8,689 in
1990.  Gross personal income that year averaged $16,802 per
capita, or a total of $146.0 million for the county. 

 The county seat is located at Tappahannock.



FARM DATA & LAND USE

YEAR
Number

of
Farms

Land
in

Farms

Avg. Value
Per Acre
For Land

& Buildings

LAND USE

Cropland Other
Pasture 1/

Woodland

Harvested Other Pasture Pasture Not Pastured

Number Acres Dollars -Acres-
1935 400 39,389 45 9,462 2,286 1,974 1,057 NA 23,976
1940 326 44,306 53 9,411 1,703 2,562 NA NA NA
1945 286 46,587 97 8,576 3,413 1,962 1,330 NA 29,366
1950 256 32,687 91 8,109 1,426 1,996 775 NA 19,166
1954 227 40,412 128 9,262 487 3,394 1,598 NA 24,647
1959 155 30,522 198 8,576 1,019 2,663 1,056 NA 16,556
1964 96 25,675 325 7,377 1,241 1,731 947 1,702 27,781
1969 198 72,022 222 26,735 2,956 3,808 1,146 4,475 23,112
1974 2/ 168 63,558  520 32,745 1,331 2,600 2,441 1,706 18,624
1978 200 71,863 843 38,346 1,868 1,679 2,549 1,528 20,969
1982 192 81,794 972 47,656 1,699 1,818 471 1,178 21,694
1987 142 69,188 932 37,017 8,280 537 464 1,746 17,294
1992 120 56,280 1,161 34,612 (D) (D) 743 (D) (D)
1997 114 61,538 1,282 39,310 1,626 1,754 1,743 735 14,323
1/  Due to changes in definition and wording of questions, figures for “cropland pasture” and “other pasture” are not always comparable from the Census. 
Acreage beginning with 1964 refer to pastureland and rangeland, other than cropland and woodland pastured, on farms with sales of agricultural products of
$2,500 and over.  2/  Beginning with 1964, agricultural operations under individual management with annual sales of $1,000 or more.  NA  Not Available.   
(D) Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

POULTRY SALES

YEAR
Broilers Turkeys Hens & Pullets of Laying Age

Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold Number of Farms Number Sold
1945 1/ 801 135,411 54 1,700 NA NA
1950 2/ 190 26,950 39 1,273 NA NA
1954 3/ 2 70,000 32 13,461 NA NA
1959 3/ 1 6,000 8 111 NA NA
1964 3/ 4/ ---- ---- 5 23 NA NA
1969 4/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 4 3,382
1974 5/ 6/ ---- ---- NA NA 10 1,204
1978 5/ ---- ---- ---- ---- 6 495
1982 ---- ---- ---- ---- 4 (D)
1987 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1992 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----

1997 ---- ---- ---- ---- ---- ----
1/  1945 Chickens raised.  Turkeys raised.  2/  1950 Chickens sold.  Turkeys raised.  3/  1964, 1959 and 1954 Turkeys and turkey fryers raised.  4/  1969 and
1964 Broilers and other meat-type chickens less than 3 months old.  1969 and 1964 Turkeys with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  5/  1974 and 1978 Broilers and
other meat type chickens sold.  6/   1974 Turkeys and Hens & Pullets with farm sales of $2,500 and over.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for
individual farms.  ----  Represents zero.  NA  Not available.  

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR

CORN WHEAT SOYBEANS

Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production Acreage Yield Production

Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels Bushels
1935 1/ 13,659 19.3 263,678 4,746 12.3 58,475 808 NA NA
1940 9,455 23.8 224,967 3,301 14.2 46,978 NA NA 6,164
1945 8,511 24.8 211,364 4,987 19.2 95,724 NA NA 28,864
1950 6,101 40.7 248,234 5,793 18.7 108,559 4,784 19.3 92,370
1954 6,796 26.6 180,481 5,812 24.2 140,422 8,123 8.7 70,386
1959 2/ 7,839 52.0 407,673 5,428 24.2 131,338 13,091 17.9 234,636
1964 6,061 65.5 396,705 4,762 29.5 140,645 12,873 17.4 223,795
1969 8,172 78.0 637,313 4,691 51.7 242,636 12,365 26.3 325,796
1974 11,501 87.1 1,001,448 8,675 37.4 324,816 14,631 21.7 318,046
1978 14,873 85.9 1,277,930 6,673 37.2 248,108 19,541 27.6 539,297
1982 19,225 104.7 2,013,693 10,689 39.3 420,550 23,430 30.4 711,107
1987 11,167 79.2 884,386 6,979 45.7 319,151 21,872 19.0 416,199
1992 10,528 120.6 1,269,797 7,597 56.4 428,466 20,634 30.1 620,473
1997 13,043 99.7 1,300,529 12,220 62.0 757,373 20,860 18.0 375,821

1/  All corn (grain equivalent, including silage and forage) 1935-54.  2/  For grain only, 1959-92.  NA  Not available.

CROP ACREAGE, YIELD, AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
TOBACCO

Acreage Yield Production

Pounds Pounds
1935 31 833.4 25,836
1940 38 576.7 21,915
1945 25 881.9 22,047
1950 4 900.0 3,600
1954 13 761.5 9,900
1959 5 675.0 3,375
1964 4 1,050.0 4,200
1969 4 950.0 3,800
1974 (D) (D) (D)
1978 13 1,483.1 19,280
1982 8 1,539.3 12,314
1987 NA NA NA
1992 NA NA NA
1997 NA NA NA

(D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.  NA  Not Available.

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
Vegetables
for sale 1/

Oats Threshed
or Combined 2/

Barley Threshed
or Combined 2/

Rye Threshed or
Combined 2/ Potatoes 3/ Sweet Potatoes

Acreage Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels Acreage Bushels
1935 604 136 1,551 64 1,356 186 2,829 951 115,395 114 16,651
1940 608 368 7,050 119 2,151 223 3,285 613 75,235 251 40,038
1945 524 399 8,952 117 3,370 411 5,880 489 39,606 278 39,335
1950 607 679 18,268 302 8,485 236 4,193 251 43,901 207 21,559
1954 446 637 32,584 499 18,080 744 4,446 11 2,627 11 1,376
1959 270 1,921 89,991 1,305 59,621 369 6,862 5 1,031 6 1,554
1964 170 877 47,017 1,350 66,116 528 9,594 2 430 1 94
1969 21 NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 23 NA NA NA NA NA NA 8 494 NA 77
1978 53 468 37,736 4,394 231,666 NA NA 1 115 NA NA
1982 45 78 4,120 5,218 318,259 NA NA NA NA (D) 427
1987 63 431 39,943 4,563 294,640 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1992 120 (D) (D) 4,875 349,455 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1997 18 71 2,205 4,525 342,305 NA NA NA NA NA NA

1/  Excludes potatoes and sweet potatoes.  2/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  3/  Potatoes are
in hundred weight starting in 1959.  NA  Not available.  (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms. 

CROP ACREAGE AND PRODUCTION

YEAR
All Hay Alfalfa for Hay 1/ Other Tame Hay 2/ Small Grains for Hay 2/ 3/

Acreage Acreage Tons Acreage Tons Acreage Tons
1935 3,244 246 552 684 740 15 15
1940 2,962 152 369 1,067 1,276 203 305
1945 2,260 152 375 765 818 55 56
1950 1,182 234 777 566 810 83 93
1954 1,755 386 1,269 804 819 134 143
1959 2,452 159 274 1,819 2,383 75 84
1964 2,098 131 358 1,525 2,190 140 182
1969 1,488 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1974 885 NA NA NA NA NA NA
1978 1,406 49 138 592 1,397 730 656
1982 966 58 232 849 1,891 (D) (D)
1987 830 120 192 710 1,173 NA NA
1992 496 41 117 421 795 34 51
1997 1,140 186 512 907 1,614 (D) (D)

1/  Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  2/ Beginning with 1964 includes farms with total sales of
agricultural products of $2,500 and over.  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  Includes clover-timothy, lespedeza and orchard grass mixtures cut for hay. 
3/  Beginning with 1978 data are for all farms.  NA  Not available.   (D)  Data withheld to avoid disclosing information for individual farms.

ESSEX


